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WAS born some time ago in

Wilkes-Harre, Pa When 1
'r wins A young girl my falher
M &Kot a place of about 306
l acres in the Ozark Moun-

taing in Southern Missouri
J very wild, enchanting jun-

gle. | have spent much of
my time there ever sinee,
ot d when | am not in New York,
or Parls, or Italy. | have a large, foollsh
house, painted green to fit the forest,
completely covered with irees and vines
and sitting on the bank of a brook in
honor of which the place is named Bon-
niebrook. This house is full of books,
pictures, divans, Navajo blankets and
phonographs. | ride ponies, write sto
ries and poems in hammocks and make
pictures in a den in the tree-tops,

To come to the Kewples: they were
born aboul four Christmases ago In the
Ladies” Home Journal, For several
years before, when [ illustrated love
stories for the magazines. | used to
mike headings and tall pieces with a
few top-knotied cupids in them, doing
some quaint thing connected with the
story, The editor of the Ladies' Home
Journal cut owt some of these ltthe fel-
lows, sent them to me and asked me 1o
make n serfes for children with them,
kindly offering 1o have 1he verses wrli.
ten for me

“I'll write my

own  verses,” sald |1,

proudly; and 1 sent him an illustrated
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witer full of Kew-

pies: the name |
Invented, as being
“litthe™  for Cupld.
In that letter 1 put
fragmentfary verses
and drawings and
outlined the Kew-
plah character and
possible future
deeds 1o be  dis-
tinguished by kind-

linegs and fuonk-
ness  and  philos-
ophy, besides e

Ing cheerfully Idi-
otle.

The Kewpies
moved later o the
Woman's Home
Companion, where
they are in their
third yoar The
numbers of the Arst
year are  already
out in book form
and the later ones
will e In  their
turn. Hundreds of
letters aboul them
arrive  from chil
dren all over the
world, also from
thelr kind parents,
grandmas, malden
aunts and bachelor

uacles. Well, they
began to utter such
things as, "I wish we had a Kewple we
conld hold,” ar "Could vou make us a

Kewplo to hang on the Chrisimas tree?”

I put my finger to my brow and —pro
diced Kewple Cot-Outs. Kewple Klubs
wore formed. New mothers wrole me
their babies were Kewpies, and they
were training their hair in top-knois
Then about two years ago doll factories
began to write, saying “Make a real
Kewple doll. Can you model one in
clay?™ | had never modeled In clay— but
I did. | made a Kewple doll. Then |
pleked a doll house and they told me to
£0 lo Germany, to the Thuringer Forest,
where the people do nothing but muake
toye, never stopping to play with them,
and show the doll factories how to make
them, 1 did

I left my lovely Capri in the Bay of
Naples, where | live a good deal of the
time, completely surrounded by roses,
and I went twice to Germany, And, the
Thuringer toy makers said, “Look, here
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ut they were
they

coOmes a4 new woman.”
not afraid of me long., because
found me so harmless and Kewpish,

And some monthe after, when [ had
retiurned to New York, Kewples were
voming into the harbor by the shipload
and people were writing to me every
day to let them make Kewple lee eream
moulds, Kewpie posteards, Kewple eal.
endars, Kewple ahirtlea, Kewple eradles,
Kewple ear-tads, Kewple cups and sau-
cers, Kewple spoons, knives, forks,
shoes, stockings, baby carrlages, Valen-
tines dinner eards, table decorations,
cotilllon favors, Chrietmas hangings,
nursery friezes, hoods, coats, union
#uite, caps, baby jumpers, rattles, writ.
ing paper, slates, tablets, nursing bot-
tles———must 1 go on?

8o 1 began to gasp whenever a pyra-
mid of letters was cast upon my table,
and | called loudly to a true and tried
business man to open (he letlérs where
I could not see him do Il



